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interesting aspect, but a new aspect: for by giving men a steady view
of what political communities must be, he nipped in the bud many
questions as to what they ought to be. As a gymnastic of the intellect,
and as a purifier, Mr. Austin's philosophy is to this day admirable—
even in its imperfect remains; a young man who will study it will find
that he has gained something which he wanted, but something which
he did not know that he wanted: he has clarified a part of his mind
which he did not know needed clarifying.
All these powers were states of some magnitude, and some were
states of great magnitude. They would be able to go on as they had
always gone on—to shift for themselves as they had always shifted.
Without Spanish and without French, Walpole would have made a
good peace; Bolingbroke could not do so with both.
Cold men may be wild in life and not wild in mind. But warm and
eager men, fit to be the favourites of society, and fit to be great orators,
will be erratic not only in conduct but in judgement.
A man like Walpole, or a man like Louis Napoleon, is protected by
an unsensitive nature from intellectual destruction.
After a war which everyone was proud of, we concluded a peace
which nobody was proud of, in a manner that everyone was ashamed of.
He hated the City because they were Whigs, and he hated the Dutch
because he had deserted them.
But he professed to know nothing of commerce, and did know
nothing.
The fierce warlike disposition of the English people would not have
endured such dishonour. We may doubt if it would have endured any
peace. It certainly would not have endured the best peace, unless it
were made with dignity and with honesty.
Using the press without reluctance and without cessation.
He ought to have been able to bear anything, yet he could bear
nothing. He prosecuted many more persons than it was usual to
prosecute then, and far more than have been prosecuted since . . . He
thought that everything should be said for him, and that nothing
should be said against him.
Between these fluctuated the great mass of the Tory party, who did
not like the House of Hanover because it had no hereditary right, who
did not like the Pretender because he was a Roman Catholic.
He had no popularity; little wish for popularity; little respect for
popular judgement.
Here is a writer who, at any rate, has not the vice of 'elegant
variation*. Most of the possibilities of repetition, for good and
for evil, are here represented. As Bagehot himself might have

